































（ETS, 2017）。TOEICでもその低さが “Japan Ranks 40th of 48 Countries in TOEIC 
Scores” という表題で「The Wall Street Journal」（2014年７月11日付）に記事に
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 The purpose of this paper is to study the Japanese English language education 
and the intention of parents wanting their children to acquire English skills, both of 
which needs to survive in a global society, and to explore the possibilities of 
English education as part of the Japanese education system from the perspectives 
of logical thinking and cultural intelligence.
 Currently, early English language education is attracting much interest in 
Japan as it is to begin at an elementary level from 2020 according to the Elementary 
School Curriculum Guidelines (2017) (The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology, 2017).
 As the era of globalization approaches, the necessity of English language 
education and the societal demand for globally competent human resources have 
intensified the pressure on schools and parents. However, the English language 
skills of Japanese people have not reached sufficient proficiency level. As the 
government moves on with the new English education program, it is necessary to 
provide a program that is capable of cultivating globally competent human 
resources with practical English skills.
 This paper proposes a foundational English language education program 
which cultivates cultural intelligence with a focus on language arts, having studied 
the intention of the government, parents and the economic world on the subject of 
optimal English skills for Japanese people in the global age. In order to express 
personal opinions and thoughts to survive the international community, basic 
conversational skills to muddle through certain situations are hardly enough. It is 
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important to acquire general thinking skills, critical thinking abilities, cognitive 
abilities and cognitive academic language proficiency through language arts 
education to be able to express oneself. All of these abilities are the foundation for 
all-round school education.
 Being able to express thoughts and communicate with the world smoothly, 
that is, to cultivate cultural intelligence—this is what needs to be the very base of 
the Japanese English language education in cultivating globally competent human 
resources for the coming age.
